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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS

	Mailing address:

6714 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-6714
	Street address:

1711 New Hope Church Rd
Raleigh, NC 27609-6285



September 19, 2008

Jean Stanley

Board of Nursing

P.O. Box 2129

Raleigh, NC  27602

Re:  21 NCAC 36 .0318

Dear Ms. Stanley:

At its September 18, 2008 meeting the Rules Review Commission objected to the above-captioned rule in accordance with G.S. 150B-21.10. 
The Commission objected to this Rule based on lack of statutory authority and ambiguity.  It is not clear when certain nursing school faculty members must meet the requirements of (e)(3). It is also unclear whether the agency intends for the rule to apply to faculty members hired after July 1, 2006 and before the effective date of these amendments.  Paragraphs (e)(3) and (4) became effective July 1, 2006. As they are currently written, the portion of the rule requiring compliance by December 31, 2010, applied to only those members who were faculty on the date the rule became effective. New faculty members would continue to have three years after they were hired to comply with the rule.  I suspect that the likelihood the rule would be interpreted as I have is the reason they are amending the rule to delete “current” from “current faculty” in (e)(4), line 34.  If I understand the intent of (e)(3) and the proposed amendment to (e)(4) correctly, taken together they mean that all faculty members, even those employed less than three years, must complete the (e)(3) requirements by Dec. 31, 2010. That would also mean that the three years allowance in (e)(3) would not apply to faculty hired after December 31, 2007. All faculty would have to meet the requirements of (e)(3) by December 31, 2010, regardless of date of hire.  

But then you have another problem – the rule is having a retroactive effect, at least as to any faculty hired after December 31, 2007 and before this rule becomes effective. It will shorten the three year period those hires had to comply with (e)(3). There is no authority cited to change the rule and apply it to faculty hired before the effective date of this rule.
Please respond to this letter in accordance with the provisions of G.S. 150B-21.12.  If you have any questions regarding the Commission’s action, please let me know.
Sincerely,

Joseph J. DeLuca, Jr.


Commission Counsel
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